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6. Tudalen deitl / Title-page of Geiriadur Ysgrythyrol, Thomas Charles (7fed arg. 
/ 7th edn., Wrexham, 1875)
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7. Tudalen deitl / Title page of Archæologia Britannica, 
Edward Lhuyd (Oxford, 1707) 
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TWO OF the main tasks of the founders of the Centre for Advanced 
Welsh and Celtic Studies were to establish an academic library in 
the field of Celtic studies and to organize seminars. Although the 
Centre was not officially established as a University institution with 
full-time staff until 1 October 1985, the concept of a Celtic Centre 
had been on the cards for several years before that time, promoted 
by prominent scholars such as Professors Thomas Jones, Griffith 
John Williams, J. E. Caerwyn Williams and Sir Thomas Parry-
Williams, all of whom were determined to see the fulfilment of their 
dream. The vision and support of Dr Elwyn Davies were crucial 
to the venture and his generosity provided a firm foundation for 
the future development of the Centre. According to Dr Brynley F. 
Roberts:

The origins of the Centre were rather informal. It existed 
before being officially adopted by the Universities Grants 
Committee in 1985. The University College at Aberystwyth 
supported the concept of a Celtic Centre and an important 
step was taken at the end of the 1970s when an appeal was 
launched to acknowledge the work and contribution of 
certain scholars in the Departments of Welsh and Welsh 
History, individuals such as T. H. Parry-Williams. Two rooms 
were made available in the Old College and these became the 
Centre’s first home. One was used as a library and seminar 
room while the second became Professor J. E. Caerwyn 
Williams’s room. He had retired from the Chair of Irish in 
1979 and then became Honorary Director of the Centre. 

The enthusiasm of these scholars generated much support and 
encouraged several benefactors to donate the books and periodicals 
which form the nucleus of the present collection. The foundation 
collection was that of the historian Sir J. Goronwy Edwards, who 
was born in Manchester and brought up in Flintshire (fig. 1). In the 
words of Emeritus Professor R. Geraint Gruffydd: 

Sir Goronwy Edwards’s collection formed the basis of the 
Centre’s library. It was purchased from his widow in 1976, 
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shortly after his death. A native of Flintshire, he was educated 
at Oxford. He later became Vice-Principal of Jesus College 
before being appointed Director of the Institute of Historical 
Research of the University of London. Sir Goronwy Edwards 
was one of the leading scholars in the field of English medieval 
history, and he was also very interested in the medieval 
history of Wales, particularly that of his native Flintshire. 
This collection was extremely valuable, and was sold by Lady 
Edwards at a very reasonable price. This was made possible 
by Professor Ieuan Gwynedd Jones and his colleagues in the 
Department of Welsh History and we are greatly indebted to 
them for obtaining this excellent collection of books relating 
to the medieval history of Wales. (fig. 2)

Since no members of staff had yet been appointed to organize the 
donations the Centre depended on members of the Departments 
of Welsh and Welsh History to assist them. The contribution of 
Professor Ieuan Gwynedd Jones must be acknowledged, and also 
that of Dr Brynley F. Roberts, who managed the library for a short 
time. Here are some of his reminiscences about the early years:

I don’t know why, but J. E. Caerwyn Williams asked me to 
be responsible for the collections of books that were donated 
from time to time. It is an indication of the informality of 
the Centre’s structure in the early days that I was given the 
title ‘librarian’, although I did not carry out the duties of a 
librarian. I took care of the books, put them in order, kept a 
record of donations and set duplicate volumes aside. Later 
on the College Library provided invaluable assistance and 
the library staff catalogued the books and periodicals, and 
prepared catalogue cards and shelf marks for the books. 
Had it not been for their assistance the library would soon 
have deteriorated into chaos, and be nothing more than an 
arbitrary collection of books and periodicals. 



23

The friends of the Centre were generous in their support. 
Important collections were soon acquired and set the library on 
a firm footing. In addition to J. Goronwy Edwards’s collection, 
the collection of Major Edgar Jones, headmaster of Barry 
Grammar School and a friend of the poet R. Williams Parry 
was acquired, through the generosity of his daughter, Miss 
Gwyneth Vaughan Jones. Later came the valuable collection 
of Mr Iorwerth Howells, former Director of Education of 
Carmarthenshire. In addition, donations of individual books, 
periodicals and small collections were received regularly. I 
only spent a short time at the library, since I left Aberystwyth 
soon after this. It was an honour to play a small part in the 
Centre’s early history. 

When the Centre became part of the University of Wales in 1985, 
accommodation for five members of staff was provided on the top 
two floors of 2 Marine Terrace. During the summer of 1987 the 
substantial collection of books and periodicals was moved from the 
Old College to the north wing of the Old Library, or the Education 
Library as it was later known. In addition, a collection of books and 
periodicals relevant to the work of the research projects was kept 
in the Seminar Room on the first floor of 2 Marine Terrace. This 
collection is now housed in the Seminar Room of the Centre. 

Copies of letters sent by the first Director, Professor R. Geraint 
Gruffydd, to many benefactors thanking them for their donations 
are preserved in the Centre’s files. Among them is a letter to Alun 
Eirug Davies of the Hugh Owen Library, who had been responsible 
for the collection until 1985. ‘The problem of the library is still 
causing me concern,’ wrote Professor Gruffydd, ‘and it is obvious 
that there is no simple answer!’ Once the Centre had been 
established Aberystwyth University could no longer be expected 
to manage the Celtic Collection and it was decided to appoint a 
part-time librarian to undertake the task. I accepted the invitation 
to fulfil this role.

The staff of the Old College Library were very supportive from 
the outset, at a time when the Centre’s resources were scarce. Even 
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after the establishment of the Centre as part of the University 
of Wales, the Hugh Owen Library continued to provide safe 
accommodation for the rare and valuable books which formed part 
of the collection. 

Mrs Llinos Roberts-Young, the Centre’s first secretary/librarian, 
was responsible for the management of the library at the outset. 
During the first twelve months she was assisted by Dr Nerys Ann 
Jones, research fellow and one of the first members of staff to be 
appointed to the Centre. 

The substantial collection of Celtic books and periodicals known 
as the Cardiff Collection was deposited at the Centre in 1986. This 
generous offer was made at a time when South Glamorgan County 
Library was moving to new premises in the city. Because it was such 
a large collection and since the books had been classified according 
to the Dewey Decimal Classification Scheme (while the Centre’s 
collection was classified according to the Library of Congress 
Classification Scheme), it was decided that the Cardiff Collection 
should remain separate. The majority of the books and periodicals 
in this collection are Irish, but it also contains books on the history 
of the other Celtic languages and literatures (fig. 3), and many 
important books by German scholars, such as Grammatica Celtica 
(editio altera, 1871) by Johann Caspar Zeuss (fig. 4), and Alfred 
Holder’s Alt-celtischer Sprachschatz (1896–1913). This valuable 
collection also contains complete runs of periodicals; for example, 
Revue Celtique (1870– ), Annales de Bretagne (1886– ), Ériu (1904–) 
and Royal Irish Academy Transactions (1787– ).

The acquisition of this extensive collection of Celtic publications 
has been very valuable to the research fellows. In addition, many 
more donations of books and periodicals were received regularly, 
and although some of these donations were quite substantial it was 
decided to shelve all the books (with the exception of the Cardiff 
Collection) in one main sequence. 

A decision was also made to adopt the Library of Congress 
Classification Scheme, as this was the detailed classification scheme 
used by Aberystwyth University Library whose staff had assisted 
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with the cataloguing and processing of the Centre’s books in the 
early days. Although the collection at the Centre boasted a wide 
range of books, the considerable majority were naturally related to 
the history, language and literature of Wales and of the other Celtic 
countries. This reflected the tastes and interests of those who had 
donated their private libraries to the Centre. In addition, the Board 
of the University of Wales Press agreed from the outset that the 
Centre would receive a complimentary copy of all their relevant 
publications, an agreement which continues to the present day. 

During the early years the collection was enriched by donations 
from the private libraries of several benefactors, among them Dr 
Rachel Bromwich, Professor Emrys Evans, Mr Iorwerth Howells, 
Dr E. D. Jones, Major Edgar Jones, Professor Ieuan Gwynedd Jones, 
Professor T. J. Morgan, Sir Thomas Parry and Sir Thomas Parry-
Williams. A record was kept of each donation and a bookplate 
inserted in each book, giving the name of the donor. Frequently, 
the signatures of the original owners were to be found in the books, 
and this added to their appeal and their value. Occasionally there 
would be a personal greeting from the owner inside the cover, or a 
newspaper cutting – now discoloured by age – containing a review 
of the book. 

Several substantial collections were received between 1985 and 
1990. The Centre was invited to select publications from Sir Thomas 
Parry’s private library following his death in 1985, and similarly 
in 1987 upon the death of Dr E. D. Jones. These two benefactors 
were former Librarians of the National Library of Wales and both 
had been extremely supportive of the Centre. Dr E. D. Jones had 
expressed a wish that the Centre was to have first refusal from 
his substantial collection of periodicals. The Centre had already 
inherited the private library of Sir Thomas Parry-Williams, one of 
the founders of the Centre, and following the death of his widow, 
Lady Amy Parry-Williams, an invitation was accepted to select 
additional items from her home at Y Wern, Aberystwyth. Dr Susan 
Davies, daughter of Mr Iorwerth Howells, later donated additional 
material from her father’s library.  
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The families of the late Miss Cassie Davies, Mr T. Gwynn 
Jones, Swansea, Dr Ben Jones, Miss E. Brereton Jones, Professor 
T. J. Morgan, Miss Mati Rees and Miss Rhiannon Francis Roberts, 
among many others, were extremely generous in donating books 
and periodicals to the library. In 1989 the substantial collection 
of Professor Armel Diverres, Swansea, was received. Although 
this collection contained some publications from his own private 
library, it consisted mainly of works from that of his father Pol 
Diverres, who was Keeper of the Department of Manuscripts at 
the National Library of Wales from 1919 to 1923, before joining 
the French Department of the new University college at Swansea. 
In addition to many pamphlets and offprints this important 
gift contained many publications on the Breton aspects of the 
Arthurian legends and folk literature. It was also a great pleasure 
to receive the large collection of Gaelic publications donated by 
Mrs Sara Thomas in 1992. During recent years the collection has 
been enriched by donations from the private libraries of several 
individuals, including Professor Emeritus Ieuan Gwynedd Jones, 
R. Gerallt Jones, Sir Glanmor Williams, and Professor Geraint H. 
Jenkins upon his retirement as the Centre’s Director in 2008. It is 
not feasible to name all the benefactors here but all donations are 
recorded in the Centre’s list of donations and acknowledged in its 
annual reports. 

The Centre moved to its permanent home, next door to the 
National Library of Wales, in 1993, having been accommodated by 
the University of Wales, Aberystwyth, for seven and a half years, 
and the valuable collection of books and periodicals was housed 
in a purpose-built library on the lower floor of this handsome new 
building. The rolling stacks on one side of the library were filled 
to capacity almost immediately, and within a comparatively short 
space of time the opposite side also became occupied, thanks to 
several bequests, among them the extremely generous bequest 
of the great Celtic scholar Professor J. E. Caerwyn Williams, first 
Honorary Director of the Centre, who died on 8 June 1999.

As Dr Brynley F. Roberts wrote in Y Traethodydd, in the memorial 



27

issue to Professor Caerwyn Williams (fig. 5): ‘He was the most 
accomplished Celtic scholar since the great pioneer Edward Lhwyd 
at the end of the seventeenth century – and there is no doubt that 
Caerwyn’s knowledge of the Celtic languages and their literatures 
was more comprehensive than that of Lhwyd.’ During Professor 
Caerwyn Williams’s funeral service at Morfa Chapel, Aberystwyth, 
on 12 June 1999, Professor R. Geraint Gruffydd paid him the 
following tribute: ‘Following his retirement in 1979 he presided – 
no other word is appropriate – over the Centre for Advanced Welsh 
and Celtic Studies, founded by the College in 1978 and transferred 
to the University in 1985; until his death he was the main custodian 
of the Centre’s academic standards, and the same can be said of 
Geiriadur Prifysgol Cymru, the University of Wales Dictionary, of 
which he had been Consulting Editor since 1968.’ According to Dr 
Brynley F. Roberts: ‘At the beginning, Caerwyn was the Centre.’ 
He took a keen interest in all aspects of the Centre’s work – the 
trials and tribulations of its research fellows, its publications and its 
library – until the end of his life. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that he bequeathed his private 
library to the institution that meant so much to him. It comprised 
over five thousand books, two thousand periodicals, hundreds of 
pamphlets and offprints, in addition to personal papers and letters, 
and Irish tapes and records. These personal papers, tapes and 
records were listed and then transferred to the National Library for 
safe keeping. 

It was evident from the outset that Professor Caerwyn Williams’s 
collection was too large to be incorporated into the main sequence. 
In addition, its importance as the private library of an outstanding 
Celtic scholar justified the decision to preserve it as a separate 
collection. The cataloguing and classifying of this huge collection 
was an arduous task. It was decided to use the same classification 
scheme as the main collection, i.e. the Library of Congress Scheme, 
but in a somewhat simplified version. The library’s main catalogue 
is in the form of a card catalogue, but an electronic list of the books 
in the Caerwyn Williams Collection is provided on the Centre’s 



28

server and can be consulted by research fellows from their study 
rooms. A complete list of the periodicals included in the collection 
is also available. 

Although Professor Caerwyn Williams’s main interest lay 
in the field of Celtic studies, his reading was far more extensive 
and, in addition to a proliferation of volumes relating to the 
history, language and literature of Wales and of the other Celtic 
countries, his collection contains books on philosophy, religion, 
theology, psychology, history, European languages and literatures, 
and also biographies, autobiographies and novels. There is also a 
valuable collection of reference books and dictionaries. Inevitably, 
some of the books, periodicals, reference books and dictionaries 
duplicated material in the main collection and in the Cardiff 
Collection. In fact, there are many duplicates within the Caerwyn 
Williams Collection itself. This is not surprising considering that 
he was a highly respected reviewer and editor of several scholarly 
publications. He was editor of Y Traethodydd from 1965 until 1999. 
The first of the twenty-five volumes under his editorship in the 
series Ysgrifau Beirniadol was published in 1965, and the following 
year he became editor of the annual journal Studia Celtica. The Llên 
y Llenor series was launched in 1983 and thirty-two volumes were 
published under his editorship. It was to be expected, therefore, 
that there would be duplicates of publications reviewed or edited 
by him. These are a permanent record of the interests and tastes of 
an extremely cultured and productive scholar, and for this reason 
they have been preserved. 

The collection also contains many antiquarian books, which are 
kept under lock and key. One of these rare volumes is the biblical 
dictionary Geiriadur Ysgrythyrol (7th edn., 1875) (fig. 6). Professor 
Caerwyn Williams referred to this volume in his address to the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Wales in 1995 on 
the occasion of the 150th anniversary of Y Traethodydd: 

On a personal note, my father was a miner, an ordinary 
miner, but he was also a child of the 1904 Religious Revival. 
He longed to become a preacher, but was deterred by family 
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circumstances, and became a miner. Among his few books, 
however, were two that were very important to me – Thomas 
Charles’s Geiriadur Ysgrythyrol and Gweithiau Josephus [The 
works of Josephus]. I don’t know what happened to the latter, 
but Geiriadur Ysgrythyrol is still in my possession. This is 
the book which first opened my eyes to scholarship – and, 
considering when it was published, it is a wonderful book. 

The biblical dictionary is safe in the Centre’s collection, but 
there is no sign of the works of Josephus! There are many other 
treasures, however, including a copy of William Morgan’s Bible 
(1588) and a copy of Edward Lhuyd’s Archæologia Britannica (1707) 
(fig. 7), to name but two. A bibliography of Professor Caerwyn 
Williams’s writings between 1980 and 1999, compiled by Huw 
Walters of the National Library, was published in the memorial 
issue of Y Traethodydd (October 1999). This is a continuation of 
the bibliography relating to his writings between 1936 and 1979, 
compiled by Gareth O. Watts and published in Bardos: Penodau 
ar y Traddodiad Barddol Cymreig a Cheltaidd (1982), a volume 
edited by R. Geraint Gruffydd and dedicated to Professor Caerwyn 
Williams on the occasion of his retirement from the Chair of Irish 
at the University College of Wales Aberystwyth. The great majority 
of the publications listed in these bibliographies are to be found on 
the Centre’s shelves, in addition to the hundreds of volumes that 
he purchased or inherited during his lifetime. As Professor Geraint 
H. Jenkins wrote in his tribute to Professor Caerwyn Williams at 
the time of his death: ‘An entire volume would be needed to do 
justice to his immense contribution to the field of Welsh and Celtic 
studies.’

The Centre’s library continues to thrive. Publications relevant 
to the research projects are purchased and complimentary copies 
of relevant volumes published by the University of Wales Press 
are received regularly. The Centre exchanges publications with the 
National Library of Wales, the School of Celtic Studies at Dublin 
Institute for Advanced Studies (an arrangement agreed in 1988) 
and the Institute of Cornish Studies in Truro. In addition, regular 
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donations are received from the Centre’s numerous benefactors, 
many of whom have been associated with the institution from the 
beginning. In 2004 the Director succeeded in obtaining a complete 
set (60 volumes) of the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 
thanks to the generosity of a benefactor who wished to remain 
anonymous. Although the ODNB is available on-line, the printed 
volumes continue to be a valuable resource. 

The support of the staff of the National Library of Wales has 
been invaluable from the outset. It is an honour for the Centre 
to have such an excellent copyright library as its neighbour, and 
members of staff are granted special privileges with regard to using 
its resources. 

The Centre’s library is well used by members of staff and other 
invited guests. The stock now totals over a quarter of a million 
publications, including books, periodicals, pamphlets and offprints, 
and also CD-ROMs. New publications are purchased regularly and 
the library subscribes to some sixty learned periodicals. The library 
is a vital part of the Centre and an indispensable resource for its 
staff. Its treasures are priceless. 






